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SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: STATUS OF WINDHOEK NEWSPAPERS 
REF: CAPE TOWN 696, 

1 . KURT DAHLMANN, EDITOR OF WINDHOEK'S GERMAN DAILY 
NEWSPAPER ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG, CONFIRMED FOR US ON APRIL 10 
THAT OWNER JOHN MEINERT HAD NOT YET SOLD EITHER THE ZEITUNG 
OR WINDHOEK'S ONLY OTHER INDEPENDENT DAILY, THE ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER. DAHLMANN, WHO HAD JUST COME 
BACK FROM A TRIP TO EUROPE WHERE HE HAD BEEN ATTEMPTING TO 
RAISE FUNDS TO PURCHASE HIS NEWSPAPER, SAID THAT HE RETURNED 
TO FIND THAT NOT ONLY THE NEWSPAPERS, BUT MEINERT S ENTIRE 
ORGANIZATION. INCLUDING PRINTING WORKS AND BUILDINGS, WAS 

UP FOR SALE AT A PRICE OF ABOUT R2 MILLION (R1 EQUALS $1.15). 
DAHLMANN HAD EVIDENTLY RAISED ENOUGH TO COVER THIS, 

BUT MEINERT WAS NOT INSISTING THAT THE PURCHASE MONEY 
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MUST NOT ORIGINATE FROM "UNACCEPTABLE SOURCES." AT THE 
SAME TIME, DAHLMANN SAID, MEINERT WAS LESS ENTHUSIASTIC 
ABOUT SELLING DIRECTLY TO THE OTHER BIDDER. THE 
DEMOCRATIC TURNHALLE ALLIANCE (DTA), AND PREFERRED TO 
KEEP THE NEWSPAPERS INDEPENDENT OF POLITICAL PARTIES. 

2. AS THE SITUATION NOW STANDS, DAHLMANN SAID, HE HAS 
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UNTIL APRIL 20 TO SHOW THAT HE HAS SUFFICIENT FUNDS 
FROM AN "ACCEPTABLE SOURCE" (I.E., SWAPO OR THE CHURCHES) TO 
PURCHASE THE NEWSPAPERS. IF NOT, HE SAID, THEY WOULD PROBABLY 
BE SOLD TO AN "INDEPENDENT BUYER," WHO WAS IN REALITY A "FRONT 
MAN" REPRESENTING THE CONSERVATIVE FRG OPPOSITION PARTY CDU. 

UNDER THIS SET-UP , HE ASSERTED, THE TWO PAPERS WOULD REMAIN 
INDEPENDENT, BUT COULD BE EXPECTED TO TAKE A PRO-DTA LINE. 

3. DAHLMANN COMMENTED THAT WHILE IN GERMANY HE HAD MET 
WITH FOREIGN MINISTER GENSCHER, WHO HAD TOLD HIM 
HE WAS PUTTING PRESSURE ON THE CDU TO TAKE A MORE 
BALANCED APPROACH TO NAMIBIA AND CURATIL ITS FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT FOR DTA. 

BOWDLER 
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